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CHRONICLE OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

WITH REFERENCES 

Abbreviations: Ann. sc. pol., Annales des sciences politiques, Paris; Arch, dipl., 
Archives dipiomatiques, Paris; £., boletin, bulletin, bollettino; B. A. R., Monthly 
bulletin of the International Bureau of American Republics, Washington; Doc. dipl., 
France: Documents dipiomatiques; Dr., droit, diritto, derecho; For. rel., Foreign 
Relations of the United States ; Ga., gazette, gaceta, gazzetta ; Cd., Great Britain : 
Parliamentary Papers; Int., international, internacional, internazionale; J., 
journal; J. 0., Journal Officiel, Paris; Me'm. dipl., Memorial diplomatique, Paris; 
Monit., Moniteur beige, Brussels; N. R. G., Uouveau recueil general de traites, 
Leipzig; Q. dipl., Questions dipiomatiques et coloniales; JR., review, revista, 
revue, rivista; Reichs-G., Reichs-Gesetzblatt, Berlin; Staatsb., Staatsblad, 
Groningen; State Papers, British and Foreign State Papers, London; Stat, at L., 
United States Statutes at Large; Times, the Times (London) ; Treaty ser , Great 
Britain: Treaty Series. 

November, 1908. 

16 Belgium — Nicaragua. Ratifications exchanged at Guatemala of 
convention relative to exchange of parcels post signed at Managua, 
January 17, 1908. Ga. oficial, January 19, 1909. 

26 Brazil. Decree No. 2004 regulating the naturalization of aliens. 
Art. 1. The presentation of documents signed by diplomatic 
or consular agents required by Article 3 of the Decree No. 1805 
of the 12th December 1907, Article 4, single paragraph No. 5, 
and. Article 5, section 3, of the decree No. 2948 May 14, 1908 
(text, B. A. B., August, 1908), shall be dispensed with for pur- 
poses of naturalization. Cd. 4465. On expulsion of foreigners 
from Brazil see this J., vol. I, documents, p. 410; J. du dr. int. 
prive, 34:1217, 1166. 

30 Argentine Republic — Chile. Ratifications exchanged at Buenos 
Aires of convention signed at Buenos Aires, September 7, 1904. 
Free customs entry of works of art for the annual exhibitions 
of the Santiago and Buenos Aires salons of fine arts, and similar 
conditions of admission thereto. B. oficial, Buenos Aires, Decem- 
ber 24, 1908. 
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December, 1908. 

1 Argentine Eepublic — Panama. Direct money order exchange 
organized on basis of Koine arrangement. L' Union postale, 
33:176. 

1 Argentine Eepublic — Paraguay. Live stock convention takes 
effect. Signed at Buenos Aires May 30, 1908. B. oficial (Buenos 
Aires), December 1. 

1 Great Britain — Netherlands. Agreement signed at The Hague 
respecting the exchange of insured letters and boxes. Treaty ser., 
1908, No. 37. In modification of the stipulations of articles 
4 and 5 of the agreement signed at Eome, May 26, 1906, the 
sea rate applicable to the transmission between Queensborough 
and Flushing of insured boxes exchanged between the Nether- 
lands and the countries to which the Netherlands serve as an 
intermediary on the one part, and Great Britain and the coun- 
tries to which Great Britain serves as intermediary on the other 
part, is fixed at 25 centimes for each article. No insurance fee is 
collected for the transmission of insured letters and boxes between 
Queensborough and Flushing. Staatsb., 1909, No. 18. 

1 Sweden. Adhesion to international convention signed at Berne, 
October 14, 1890 (State Papers, 82:771, 796; N. B. G., 2:19: 
289), takes effect. Freight transportation by rail. B. usuel, 
November 1; Mohit., December 1. See November 2, 1907 and 
September 22, 1908. 

3 China. Decree referring to decree of August 27, 1908, respecting 

a constitution, and expressing intention to carry it out. North 
China Herald, December 5 ; The situation in China, id., 89 :629. 
See August 27, 1908. 

4 International naval conference assembled at London. Ob- 

ject : — To assure success of the prize court convention signed at 
The Hague October, 1907. Times, December 4, 5. 

5 Argentine Eepublic — Brazil. Eatifications exchanged at Buenos 

Aires of treaty of general arbitration signed at Eio de Janeiro 
September 5, 1905. B. oficial, December 24, 1908. 
5 Germany. Proclamation of accession of German protectorates to 
the international radiotelegraphic convention signed at Berlin 
November 3, 1906. Beichs-G., 1908, No. 59; The politics of 
radiotelegraphy, Edinburgh B., 207 :465 ; B. di dr. int., 1 :562 ; 
Documents de la conference radiotelegraphique internationale de 
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Berlin, 1906, Departement des postes, Berlin, 1906; Zuculin: I 
cavi soUomarini e il telegrafo senza fil nel diritto di guerra, Borne, 
1907; Lorentz: Les cables sous-marins et la telegraphie sans fil 
dans les rapports internationaux, Nancy, 1906; Report from the 
select committee on radiotelegraphic convention with the proceed- 
ings of the committee, Sessional paper 246, London, 1907; Arch, 
dipl. 104:3; La nouvelle R., 3:307. See November S, 1906,. 
November 8, 1907, and July 1, 1908. 

5 Peru — United States. Treaty of arbitration signed at Washing- 

ton. Eatification advised by the Senate, December 10. Ratified 
by the President March 1, 1909. 

6 Colombia — Prance. Treaty of general arbitration signed at 

Bogota. 

7 Great Britain — Japan. Money order convention signed at Tokyo ; 

signed at London November 4, 1908. Takes effect January 1, 
1909. 

7 Nicaragua — United States. Naturalization convention signed at 
Managua. Eatification advised by Senate January 21, 1909; 
ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

7 Permament Commission of the International Sugar Con- 
vention met at Brussels. Times, December 8. 
10 Brazil — United States. Eatification advised by Senate to nat- 
uralization convention signed at Eio de Janeiro April 27, 1908. 
Eatified by the President December 26, 1908. 

10 Nobel Peace Prize awarded by Norwegian Storthing to K. P. 

Arnoldson, founder of the Swedish Peace Society, and Prederik 
Bajer, of Denmark. Times, December 11 ; this J., 3 :179. 

11 India. Indian criminal law amendment act passed by Governor 

General's Legislative Council. Acts of the Legislative Council 
become law at once but are subject to disallowance by the Crown 
on the advice of the Secretary of State. Cd., 3912, 4426. 

12 Colombia — Japan. Promulgation in Japan of treaty of amity 

commerce and navigation signed at Washington May 25, 1908. 
Eatified by Colombia August 18, 1908. B. del min. de rel. ext., 
2 :20, 5. 
12 Netherlands — Venezuela. The Dutch warship Gelderland cap- 
tured Venezuelan coast-guard ship Alix near Puerto Cabello and 
towed her to Willemstad. See September S and December SI, 
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1908. Keprisals. See letter of J. Westlake, Times, December 24, 
1908, on the need of making the doctrine of reprisals precise. 

13 Montenegro. Decree that from December 14 goods imported from 
countries with which Montenegro has no commercial treaty shall 
be taxed at the maximum tariff. Times, December 14. 

15 Netherlands — Sweden. Eatifications exchanged at The Hague 

of treaty signed at Stockholm February 26. 1908. Dutch law 
approving, December 7, 1908; proclamation. January 19, 1909. 
Staatsb., 1908, No. 372; id. 1909, No. 13. To regulate salvage 
of shipwrecked vessels. The necessary measures are to be taken 
by the consular officers of the country to which the vessel belongs. 
Art. 2. The High Contracting Parties engage to submit to the Perma- 
nent Court of Arbitration at The Hague the differences which may arise 
between them on the subject of the application or the interpretation of 
the present Convention, and which cannot be settled through the diplo- 
matic channel. 

In each particular case the respective Governments shall sign a special 
compromis, determining precisely the question at issue, the extent of the 
powers of the arbiter or of the arbitral court, the mode of designation 
thereof, the language which the arbiter or the arbitral tribunal shall use 
and those which may be used before it, the amount that each of the High 
Contracting Parties shall advance for expenses, as well as the rules to be 
observed as to the formalities and adjournments. 

16 Holy See — Spain. Exchange of notes at Madrid, in reference to 

Article 2 of the protocol signed July 12, 1904, and ratified July 
13, 1908. Personnel of the mixed commission. Oa. de Madrid, 
December 25. 
16 Netherlands — Portugal. Netherlands proclamation of treaty 
signed at The Hague October 1, 1904, fixing boundary of then- 
possession in Timor, an island of the Malay archipelago. Nether- 
lands law approving, December 30, 1905 ; exchange of ratifica- 
tions at The Hague October 29, 1908. Staatsb., 1905, No. 382; 
id. 1908, No. 414. The new boundary is based upon the report 
of the mixed commission instituted in virtue of Article II of the 
convention signed at Lisbon June 10, 1893. State Papers, 85: 
394; N. R. G., 2:22:463. Timor was divided between Portugal 
and Netherlands by treaty signed at Lisbon April 20, 1859. 
Lagemans, 5:66; Nova collecgao de tratados . . . . , Lisboa, 1890, 
1:225; State Papers, 50:116. 
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Article 13. The High Contracting Parties reciprocally concede, in case 
of partial or total cession of their territory or their sovereign rights in 
the Archipelago of Timor and Solor, the right of preference on like or 
equivalent terms to those that may have been offered. Article 14. All 
questions or all differences respecting the interpretation or execution of 
the present Convention, if they cannot be resolved amicably, shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration conformably to the dis- 
positions provided in Chapter II of the international convention of July 
29, 1899, for pacific settlement of international disputes. 

The above-quoted article 13 is a restatement of the declaration 
signed at Lisbon July 1, 1893 (State Papers, 85:396), made an 
integral part of the treaty of June 10, 1893, " to insure the result 
of their common action which tends especially to encourage the 
commerce and industries of their nationals by guaranties of 
security and stability." 

17 France. Law approving convention signed at Berne September 26, 
1906, to prohibit the manufacture, importation and sale of 
matches which contain white phosphorus. J. 0., December 19. 
Mahaim: La conference de Berne concemant la protection 
ouvriere, R. economique int., 2:551; Arch, dipl., 104:17; R. di 
dr. int., 1:564; La justice int., 2:146; Actes de la conference 
diplomatique pour la protection ouvriere reunie a Berne du 17 
au 26 septembre, 1906, Berne, 1906; Conference international 
pour la protection ouvriere a Berne (du 8 au 17, mai, 1905), 
n. p., n. d. ; Compte rendu de la quatrieme assemblee generate du 
comite de V association international pour la protection legal des 
travailleurs tenue a Geneve les 26, 27, 28 et 29 septembre, 1906, 
Paris, 1907. See December 21, 1908. 

17 Haiti. Legislature elected Antoine Simon president for term end- 
ing May 15, 1915. A revolution was inaugurated at Cayes 
November 19, before which Nord Alexis fled, embarking on a 
French warship. Annuaire de legislation haitienne (Mathon), 

1908, Port-au-Prince, 1909; R. dipl, January 17; The 

problem of Haiti, Times, December 14. 

17 Turkey. Opening of parliament. The Turkish parliament, 
Spectator, December 19; Fortnightly R., 85:165. See July 2J h 
1908. Additional references: The new era in Turkey, Edin- 
burgh R., 208 :487 ; for origin and nature of Young Turk agita- 
tion, see AU Haydar Midhat Bey: The life of Midhat Pasha, 
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December, 1908. 

London, 1903; Hoskins: The new Turkish parliament, Inde- 
pendent, October 29; Vambery: Europe and the Turkish con- 
stitution, Nineteenth Century, 64:724; Lloyd: Some aspects of 
the reform movement in Turkey, National R., 52:412; Gottheil: 
The young Turks and the old Turkey, Forum, 40:522; Buxton: 
The young Turks, Nineteenth century, 65:16; Ben Kendim: The 
opening of the Turkish parliament, Spectator, January 2 ; Bacow- 
ski: Turquie constitutionnelle, Les documents du progres, 2:830. 

19 Honduras — Guatemala, Salvador. Judgment of the Central 
American court of justice. Mem. dipl., January 31. Judgment 
for defendants, B. del min. de rel. ext. ( San Salvador) ; Sentencia 
en el juicio promovido por la republica de Honduras contra las 
republican de El Salvador y Guatemala, 1908, San Jose ; Memoria 
del min. de rel. ext., Tegucigalpa, 1909. This court was estab- 
lished in virtue of the treaty signed at "Washington December 20, 
1907, by Hondorus, Guatemala, Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa 
Eica. The decision appears supra, p. 434. 

21 Netherlands — Portugal. Netherlands royal decree of proclama- 
tion of general arbitration treaty signed at The Hague October 1, 
1904. Staatsb., 1908, No. 420. See October 29, 1908. 

'20 Italy. Law giving effect to convention signed at Berne September 
19, 1906, additional to the convention of October 14, 1890, re- 
specting railway freight transportation. Ga. ufficiale, December 
30, 1908; B. del min. off. est., December. See December 1, 1908. 

21 Great Britain. Order in council, under authority of International 
Copyright Acts 1844 to 1866, extending to Liberia, as from Octo- 
ber 16, 1908, the orders in council of November 28, 1887, and 
March 7, 1898. London Ga., December 22. See October 16, 1908. 

21 Salvador — United States. Arbitration convention signed at 
Washington. Eatification advised by the Senate January 6, 1909 ; 
ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

21 Great Britain. White phosphorus matches prohibition Act. On 
September 26, 1906, at the Berne International Conference on 
Labor Eegulation, a convention was signed by Germany, Den- 
mark, Prance, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, and Switzerland, 
agreeing to prohibit in their respective countries the manufacture, 
importation, and sale of matches which contain white phosphorus. 
Por reasons explained in Cd., 3271, Great Britain was not at 
that time able to agree to this prohibition. 
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21 Venezuela. Decree opening Zulia river to commerce with Colom- 

bia. B. A. R., March. 

22 Mexico. Immigration law takes effect. Diario oficial, December 22. 

23 Argentine Eepublic — United States. Treaty of general arbitra- 

tion signed at Washington. Batification advised by the Senate 
January 6, 1909 ; ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

24 France — Italy. Exchange of notes at Paris renewing arbitration 

treaty signed at Paris December 25, 1903. J. 0., December 31; 
State Papers, 96 :620 ; Trattati e convenzioni fra il regno d'ltalia 
. . . . 17 :283 ; N. R. G., 2 :31 :610. 

24 Cuba. Jose Miguel Gomez elected president by the electoral 

college. 

25 First Pan-American Scientific Congress at Santiago. A Latin- 

American congress was held in 1898 at Buenos Aires, the second 
at Montevideo 1901, the third at Bio de Janeiro in 1905. Times, 
January 4; American Political Science R., 2:441; adjourned 
January 5, 1908. Next congress at Washington October 12, 1911. 
Reinsch: The first Pan-American Scientific Congress, Independ- 
ent, 66:370. ' 

26 United States — Uruguay. Naturalization convention ratified 

by President of the United States; ratification advised by the 
Senate December 10, 1908. Signed at Montevideo August 10, 
1908. 

•30 Austria-Hungary — Servia. Notes exchanged at Belgrade pro- 
longing for three months the modus vivendi under which the 
terms of the treaty signed at Vienna March 14, 1908, are enforced 
pending its ratification by the Austrian and Hungarian parlia- 
ments. Times, December 30. See September 1, 1908. 

30 Austria — Germany. Eatifications exchanged at Berlin of agree- 
ment signed at Berlin November 17, 1908. Reichs-G., 1908, No. 
62. Industrial property. 

30 Germany — Hungary. Eatifications exchanged at Berlin of agree- 

ment signed at Berlin November 17, 1908. Reichs-G., .1908, No. 
62. Industrial property. 

31 Venezuela. Decree revoking decrees of April 28 and May 14, 

1908, respecting transshipment at Cartipano and Cristobal Colon 
for eastern Venezuelan ports and at Puerto Cabello for western. 
Ga. oficial, December 31. See September S, 1908. 
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January, 1909. 

1 Belgium and France — Great Britain. Special arrangement for 
exchange of boxes with declared value inaugurated. This service 
is on the whole executed on the conditions of the international 
arrangement signed at Eome. L'union postale, 34:32. 

1 Austria and Hungary. Adhesions take effect to (1) international 
convention signed at Paris, March 20, 1883; (2) arrangement 
signed at Madrid April 14, 1891; (3) protocol signed at Madrid 
April 15, 1891; (4) additional act signed at Brussels modifying 
Paris convention December 14, 1900, (5) additional act signed 
at Brussels December 14, 1900, modifying. Madrid arrangement. 
The notice of adhesion was given to the Swiss Federal Council 
November 30, 1898, and stated that the notice of adhesion of 
these two countries applied ipso jure to Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Each of the two countries is put in the first class as to contribu- 
tion to the expenses of the Bureau. Industrial property. Becueil 
des traites . . . . en matiere de propriete industrielle, Berne, 1904. 

1 Germany. Accession takes effect for protectorates to international 
convention signed at Berne September 9, 1886. Protection of 
literary and artistic property. Reichs-G., 1908, No. 56; Dr. 
d'auteur, 21 :157. Applies also to the act additional to that con- 
vention and to the interpretative declaration signed at Paris May 
4, 1896. J. O., December 18; Treaty ser., 1908, No. 36. A 
declaration in this sense was made by the German delegation at 
the third sitting on November 13, 1908, of the Berlin conference 
for revision of the International Union Convention. The German 
legation at Berne notified Switzerland November 23. The treaty 
between France and Germany signed at Paris April 8, 1907, 
being, by virtue of its Article II, supplementary to the Berne 
convention, the accession of the French and German colonies 
and possessions thereto is comprehended in this accession. /. O., 
January 10, 1909 ; Br. d'auteur, 22 :18 ; Reichs-G., 1908, No. 57. 

1 Italy — Servia. Collection order service inaugurated on the basis 
of a special arrangement. L'Union postal, 34:16. A similar 
service was inaugurated this date between Germany and Surinam. 

1 First International Central American Conperence opened at 
Tegucigalpa. Conferences are to be held annually in January 
for consideration of fiscal questions and such other matters as the 
participating governments may see fit to submit. B. A. R., 
February; B. del min. de rel. ext. (San Salvador), 1:22. 
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4 Great Britain — Italy. Exchange of notes at London renewing 

for a further period of five years the arbitration agreement signed 
at Rome February 1, 1904. Treaty ser., 1904, No. 3; id., 1909, 
No. 2. 

5 Morocco. Note of the powers signatory to the Act of Algeciras 

handed to Morocco at Tangier, recognizing Mulai Hand as legiti- 
mate sultan. Mem. dipl., January 10. See September 22, 1908, 
and January 9, 1909. Q. dipl, 27 :118. 

6 France — United States. Extradition treaty signed at Paris. 

6 Kongo. Belgian decree in pursuance of the protocol signed at 

Brussels July 22, 1908, by Germany, Kongo, Spain, France, Great 
Britain and Portugal. 

Art. 1. The importation of all kinds of firearms, ammunition, and 
gunpowder destined for natives, as well as the sale and delivery of all 
kinds of firearms, ammunition, and gunpowder to natives, are prohibited 
in that portion of the Belgian Congo's territories defined in Article 2 
hereof. 

This prohibition shall not, however, apply to firearms, ammunition, and 
gunpowder of which the Governor-General may, in entirely exceptional 
cases, deem it expedient to allow delivery to trustworthy natives, nor to 
firearms, ammunition, and gunpowder imported in transit and destined 
for regions outside the said territories. 

In force for four years from February 15, 1909. B. int. des 
douanes, No. 3 ; Monit., January 17, 1909. 

7 Haiti — United States. Arbitration treaty signed at Washington. 

Ratification advised by the Senate January 13, 1909 ; ratified by 
the President March 1, 1909. 

7 Bolivia — United States. Arbitration treaty signed at Washing- 
ton. Ratification advised by the Senate January 13, 1909 ; ratified 
by the President March 1, 1909. 

'7 Ecuador — United States. Arbitration treaty signed at Washing- 
ton. Ratification advised by the Senate January 13, 1909 ; ratified 
by the President March 1, 1909. 

9 Morocco. Response of Mulai Hafid to the note delivered him by 
the dean of the diplomatic corps at Tangier announcing to him 
that the powers had recognized him as Sultan. Text, Mem. dipl., 
January 31. 

9 Colombia — United States. Treaty signed at Washington. 
Panama Canal. Ratification advised by the Senate February 24, 
1908. Times, January 11. 
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January, 1909. 
9 Panama — United States. Treaty signed at Washington. Panama. 

canal. Approved by Senate February 24, 1908. Times, January 

11. 
9 Colombia — Panama. Treaty signed at Washington adjusting 

pecuniary and other relations. 
9 United States — Uhuguay. Arbitration convention signed at 

Washington. Ratification advised by the Senate January 13, 

1909; ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 
11 Great Britain — United States. Treaty signed at Washington 

providing for the settlement of international differences between 

the United States and Canada. Times, January 28. 

11 Great Britain — Spain. Exchange of notes at London renewing 

for a further period of five years the arbitration agreement signed 
at London February 27, 1904. Treaty ser., 1904, No. 4 ; id., 1909, 
No. 3. 

12 China — Japan. Exchange of notes at Peking ratifying telegraphic 

convention signed October 12 and the supplementary agreement 
signed November 7. Times, January 13. 

13 Costa Eioa— United States. Arbitration convention signed at 

Washington. Katifieation advised by the Senate January 20, 
1909 ; ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

13 Chile — United States. Arbitration convention signed at Wash- 
ington. Katifieation advised by the Senate January 20, 1909;, 
ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

15 Honduras — United States. Extradition convention signed at 
Washington. Ratification advised by the Senate January 20, 
1909 ; ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

15 Austria-Hungary — United States. Arbitration convention 

signed at Washington. Ratification advised by the Senate Jan- 
uary 20, 1909 ; ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

16 France — Spain. Ratifications exchanged at Paris of the second 

protocol signed at Paris April 15, 1908, additional to the con- 
vention signed August 18, 1904. Railway communication across 
the eastern Pyrenees. J. O., January 27, 1909 ; Oa. de Madrid, 
February 9. French law promulgating January 25, 1909. The 
first additional convention was signed at Paris March 8, 1905. 
18 China. Imperial decree. Institution of local governments prior 
to creation of constitution. North China Herald, January 28. 
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22 Italy — United States. Eatifications exchanged at Washington of 

arbitration convention, signed at Washington March 28, 1 908 ; 
ratification advised by the Senate April 2, 1908; ratified by the 
President June 19, 1908; ratified by Italy June 19, 1908; pro- 
claimed January 25, 1909. U. 8. Treaty ser., No. 516. Term 
five years. 

23 Brazil — United States. Arbitration convention signed at Wash- 

ington. Eatification advised by the Senate January 27, 1909; 
ratified by the President March 1, 1909. 

24 Canada — France. Convention signed at Paris supplementary to> 

commercial convention signed at Paris September 19, 1907. 
Times, January 26. Sets up a special tariff on imports of cattle 
from Canada. 

25 Germany — Venezuela. Treaty of friendship commerce and navi- 

gation signed at Caracas. Most favored nation clause covering 
persons, property and trade. R. diph, February 7. 

27 Great Britain — United States. Special agreement signed at 

Washington for submission to the Permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion at The Hague of questions relating to fisheries on the North 
Atlantic Coast. Concluded under Article II of the general treaty 
of arbitration signed April 4, 1908. Eatification advised by the' 
Senate February 18, 1909. 

28 Cuba. Inauguration of President Gomez. Nation, February 4; 

R. dipl., December 6, 1908; B. A. R., February; B. oficial de la 
secretaria de estado, January. 
30 Abyssinia — France. French law approving treaty signed at Adis- 
Ababa January 10, 1908. J. O., January 31, 1909. 

Henry G. Crocker. 



